
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Dancing Classrooms Northeast Ohio 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Dancing Classrooms Northeast Ohio's (DCNEO) Colors of the Rainbow Team Match 

Your Project Summary: DCNEO is a social development program that improves students' educational 

experiences through a ballroom dance residency. DCNEO also presents the annual Colors of the Rainbow 

Team Match; 5th and 8th grade schools in the residency can participate for free. The Team Match is free 

and open to the public. Held at Tri-C and Playhouse Square's Ohio Theatre, the event allows families, 

peers, and the community to support students as they represent their schools and showcase new abilities 

and confidence. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3250 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: It was unclear how many youth would participate in the project but it is clear that it benefits 

those who do have the opportunity to participate, particularly in the case of students like Nikola. The 

organization clearly understands the youth population that it serves and how this form of dance can 

benefit them in a myriad of ways. With DCNEO being the well-oiled machine that it is, I am curious what 

processes of reflection and improvements are in place to allow the program to adapt and evolve? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding requirements. This project uses knowledge of its 

community to drive its work, using dance to build character in students -- this demonstrates great public 

benefit. These students are inspired to think differently, giving this project cultural vibrancy. This is a 

recurring program, and the materials provided lead me to believe the structure that is already in place 

give this organization capacity to complete the project. I do suggest that a more tangible goal with 

numbers is defined rather than general continued growth. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Great proposal. Clear public benefit: programming is free and open to all area 5th and 8th 

grade class rooms, focus on social/emotional skill development through dance, and culminating public 

performance. The supplemental materials were helpful to demonstrate that as well. The artistic and 

cultural vibrancy is high because of the experience of the DCNEO staff. Organizational capacity is clear: 

solid organizational and project budget, diverse sources of revenue. All in all, a wonderful proposal. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project somewhat met the funding criteria. The breadth and depth of public benefit 

remained unclear to me and including stats/data would have helped convey a stronger understanding of 

their community. Evaluation methods discussed were unclear as to long term measure - are they 

considering behavior shifts and how those manifest over time through participation? How many children 

are repeating participation? Are they seeing a change or shift in disciplinary actions being taken at the 

schools that participate? As much as the project concept was interesting, it was hard to give it a "yes" 

rating because of the lack of clarity. I was also confused between which part of the program was being 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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presented for consideration and if the program was just for 5th or for 5th through 8th grades. They could 

have included more in their budget if they were presenting the full program as the budget also appeared 

to be focused on the end tournament. They also do not show compensation to artists which affects 

perception of ACV. However, it is also clear from the narrative that they have had past success with this 

program and that could have been conveyed more strongly with additional specificity and clarity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, DCNEO clearly provides a public benefit for the 5th and 8th graders who participate.  This 

is demonstrated, in part, by the meaningful relationships DCNEO has built with schools/principals and Tri-

C.  I wish I knew more about how the schools are selected and if the schools and/or students participate 

repeatedly (do the same students get the program both in 5th and 8th grades?) and how many participate 

in the Colors of the Rainbow Team Match (since the goal is to increase this number).  With its values of 

respect and self-esteem, DCNEO demonstrates artistic and cultural vibrancy by inspiring its community to 

think creatively and differently.  DCNEO seems to demonstrate some organizational capacity by 

maintaining relationships with much larger institutions like Tri-C and Playhouse Square.  You do not need 

to convince me that ballroom dancing imparts many valuable skills in addition to dance technique, but I 

do question enforcing stereotypical gender roles through this form. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Dancing Classrooms Northeast Ohio somewhat meets the funding criteria. The organization's 

program is ballroom dancing residency for 5th-8th grade students. What is unclear through the 

application is how Dancing Classrooms uses knowledge of its community (the student participants) to 

drive their work and how they collect feedback to ensure continuous improvement. The dance residency 

does not seem voluntary, and the outcomes sound more prescriptive (transforming children into Ladies 

and Gentlemen) than community driven. The organization has attracted a strong, talented group of staff 

that have the experience to complete the project. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


